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What is CALFED? expanded to include the preparation of an I-lOP and/br
NCCP.

CALFED is a group of ~te and federal agencies working
together to develop long-te~ sol~ons to ~e problems
affe~ng~e San Fr~cisco Bay~acramento-San Joaquin What is a Habitat Conse~ation
~ver De~ (Bay-De~ sy~em). The sol.on-finding effo~
focuses on ecosy~em qual~, ~ter supply reliabil~, Plan?
~ter qual~, and ~lne~il~ of De~ levees ~d A Habit Conse~5on Plan or HCP is a t~l ~at ~ be
channels to na~l dis~e~. Public inp~ is ~ imp~t used to promo~ Iong-te~ h~t pro~on, ~d
component to develop a wobble, Iong-te~ interred recovew of~reatened and endangered spedes.
sol.on for ~e Bay-De~ ~em.

~e Fede~ Endangered Species A~ (FESA) ~d ~e
~FED h~ been wor~ng over ~e I~ ~o ye~, and is ~lEomia End~gered Species A~ (CESA) require pen~
cuwen~y in Ph~e II ofa ~ree-ph~e process. In Ph~e I, or a~odzaSons for ~y a~ which could resuE in
from June 1995 ~rough Au~ 1996, ~e Prog~ "~ke" of ~reatened and endangered spedes. (~ake" is
iden~ed problems in ~e Bay-De~, developed a mission defined by FESA ~ "to h~s, harm, pursue, hunt, sh~t,
~atement and guiding principles, and designed ~ree wound, kill, ~p, capture, or coiled" ~ end~gered or
aEernaSve sol~ons. In Ph~e II, ~om June 1996 ~rough ~reatened species, and could include a~ons ~at de~-oy
September 1998, ~e Program is condu~ng a broad- or impa~ habi~t.) "lnciden~l ~ke" is defined ~ ~e d~at
b~ed en~ronmen~l renew of the ~ree ~emaSve "is incidental to, and not ~e pu~ose of, ~e ca~ng o~
sol~ons to ident~ a preferred aEemative. In Ph~e III, of an o~e~se la~ul a~."
scheduled to ~a~ in late 1998 or early 1999and I~ng
for seve~l years, ~e preferred alternative ~11 be The process requires applican~ for inciden~l ~ke pem~
implemented in ~ages. to prepare and submE a pl~, or HCP, to ~e U.S. Fish

and ~ldlife Se~ce and ~e NaEonal Madne Fisheries
Se~ce describing impa~ of~e "~ke" and how ~ey ~11~ --~~ ~~upp,emen~a, Notice of ~e ~t~.

Intentl~reparatlon to ~repare ~ ~c~ ~,~o~ ,n~ ,~ ~e~ ~ ~e~
a Programmatic Environmental ~s~e~, ~o~-~ ~~ o~E~ ~o~ ~e~e~

~surances, pursuant to ~e Depa~ent of~e Intedor’s
Imoact Statement~euo~          ~ S~e~ ~,~. ~,~ ~o~e ~~’~ ~C~ ~ ~o

r~ pro~de comprehensive, Iong-t~ conse~on ~tegies~LFED is expanding ~e scope of ~ prog~mma~c ~at ~11 allow for ~e recove~ of ~ li~ed species ~d
Environmen~ Impa~ S~temen~epo~ (EllIS) to not con~b~e to the need to li~ any cu~en~y unlinedinclude prepa~on of a Habit Conse~on Plan (H~P)

species. Under such a plan, pa~cipan~ would be ~sured
and/or Natur~ ~ommun~ ~onse~tion PI~ (N~P). ~at, in ~e event of unforeseen circum~nces a~e~ngThe odginal ~o~ce of Inten~rep~on (~OI~OP) ~ ~ose species, no add~on~ land, ~nds, or re~ons onissued in ~arch 1996. A supplemen~l NOI refle~ng ~e covered Program a~ons will be required.
expanded scope of~e EllIS w~ published in ~e
Federal ~egi~er at 62 F~ 97-22895, Augu~ 28, 1997. Under ~te law, ~ ~e approval of a conse~a~on pl~,
~is supplemental NOP is being di~ib~ed pursuant to "rake" of iden~ed species may be au~odzed under ~ESASe~on 15082 of~e Guidelines for Implemen~on of~e

or, ~ere s~dent conse~on is prodded, under ~e
~alifomia En~ronmen~l Qual~ ~. The I~a~on of~e N~P A~. A conse~on plan prepared under ~e
proje~ and probable en~ronmenml effe~ have not NC~P ~ is a plan for ~e conse~on of natu~
changed, however ~e descdp~on of~e proje~ is now

resources ~at rakes a landscape or eco~em approach
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and encourages cooperation between private and about the Bay-Delta Program and to comment on ~i
government interests. The plan identifies and provides for efforts.
the regional or area-wide protection of plants, wildlife and
their habitats, while allowing compatible and appropriate HCP Optionsdevelopment and growth. Plans approved by the
Department of Fish and Game provide the basis for The ~-ALFED agencies are considering several options for
issuance of state authorizations for the take of listed the structure of an HCP.
species.

I. S~an~ard. Hcp: Develop a comprehensive HCP that
The HCP planning process is intended to ensure that the would address all reasonable and foreseeable activities and
effects of the inddental take are avoided, minimized, or associated impacts under consideration for the. program.
mitigated to the maximum extent practicable. An HCP Assurances to appropriate entities would be
must ensure that the likelihood of survival and recovery of commensurate with the level of specificity and detail
any species covered by the plan is not appreciably reduced provided in the HC:P.
as a result of Program actions. The joint programmatic
EIRjEIS will include an evaluation of potential impacts to 2.. Phased HCP with Conditioned Permit: Develop ~
the environment associated with HCP actions and initial HCP for the Bay-Delta Program which addresses all
subsequent issuance of an incidental take permit, known actions; supplemental HCPs (and appropriate

CEQA and NEPA compliance) would be developed in the
Scoping is the first step in environmental problem-solving, future as unknown/undefined program components
The process helps ident~y public and agency concerns, became defined. Upon determination by the Services that
define the issues and alternatives to be examined in detail issuance criteria have been met, an incidental take permit
in the HCP, and ensure that the HCP document for the whole Bay-Delta Program would be issued; the.
adequately addresses relevant issues, permit would be conditioned to become effective in s-l~ges

corresponding to approval of supplemental HCPs.
The HCP scoping meetings are designed to meet the Assurances to appropriate entices would also become
following two purposes: first, to provide an overview to effective in stages.
the public about the ~ALFED Program, give an update on
Program status, including evaluation of alternatives and the 3. Phased HCP with Permit Amendments: Develop ~
EIR/EIS; and second, to provide a forum for public input, initial HCP for the Bay-Delta Program which covers all
specifically on the structure of an HCP and assurances known actions; subsequent supplemental HCPs (and
provided through the No Surprises Policy. appropriate CEQA and NEPA compliance) would be

developed in the future as unknown/undefined program
components became defined. An incidental take permit,Who Should Attend acop,nE covering only those actions included in the initial HC:P,

~,~
would be issued upon approval of the initial H(2P. PermitMeetin., amendments would be processed as supplemental HOP’s

Anyone interested in learning more about the ~-__.ALFED were approved. Assurances would be provided to
Bay-Delta Program should attend one of the scoping appropriate entities only for that portion of the overall
meetings. We need your assistance in developing a Program as covered by each permit or permit
suitable structure for the H(2P. The relaxed se~ng of the amendment.
scoping meetings will allow you to look at background
material, ask questions, and comment on the issues you

of Commentsbelieve are  mpo nt. aCOpe
I. The ¢T_ALFED agencies are seeking comments on the

Public Input is Essential HoP options outlined above and are seeking comments
on additional ideas for HC:P options not discussed abow-~.

Public participation and guidance are essential to this 2_. The ~_ALFED agencies are seeking comments on
process. The CALFED Bay-Delta Program provides many assurances provided in conjunction with an HC:P, pursuant
opportunities for public involvement through public to the Department of the Interior’s No Surprises Policy,
scoping meetings and public review of the draft which would be given to non-Federal participants.
programmatic EIRAEIS. ~.ALFED will be conducting several 3. The cT.ALFED Agencies are seeking comments on the
public meetings this fall throughout C:alifomia to provide an use of the I~IC:C:P process for the Bay-Delta Program.
opportunity for interested individuals and agencies to learn
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Scoping Meeting Schedule

Tuesday, September 16, 7-9 p.m. Red Lion Hotel, Redding

Tuesday, September 23, 7-9 p.m. Convention Center, I’t00 "J" Street, Sacramento

Wednesday, September 24, 7-9 p.m. Orange County Airport Hilton (near Irvine)

Tuesday,, Octobe~ I ,4-,,~ 7-9 p. ,,,,m. Madna Marriott, Berkeley’ ,,,

Ifspeda!assi~TCe is required, please contact Public Comment Information::Ms. Pauline Nevins at least one week pdor to each public
meeting to enable CALFED to secure the needed Written comments on the proposal to prepare an HCP
services. If a request cannot be honored, the requestor for the CALFED Bay-Delta Program should be sent to:
will be notified. A telephone device for the hearing Pls. Sharon Gross
impaired (1-DD) is available from TDD phones at r,_ALF.ED Bay-Delta Program

1-800-735-2929; from voice phones at 1-800-735-2922. 1416 Ninth Street, Suite I 155
Sacramento, California 958 i 4

CALFED Mission Statement Written public comments on the options for ~n~dcu.ng an
The mission of the CALFED Bay-Delta Program is to FICP and the potential of granting assurances by way of
develop a long-term comprehensive plan that will restore the HCP process should be sent to CALFED by
ecological health and improve water management for October 20, 1997.
beneficial uses of the Bay-Delta system.

For additional information, contact Ms. Sharon Gross at
the above address Or by calling (916) 657-2666.

CALLED Agendes

California The I~soumes Agency Fede~ Enviro~memal Promctlon ~ Del~r~ent of A~-iculture
Department of F’mh and G~me Depar~nent e¢~ lnter~r Nmura~ Resources Coese~’~on Ser~:e
Dep.~nent of Water Rasources F~h and W~r,~e Senate Del:~ent of C=mmerce

St~a Wamr Resources C:~r:I U,S, Amy Corm o~ En~neers

E--023790
E-023790


